252     CHAUCER AND  HIS  TIMES

Richard Hengist Home, inspired, if we may
believe his own words, by no less a person
than Wordsworth, hit on the most unfortunate
idea of issuing Chaucer's poems in two volumes
done into modern English by a sort of joint-
stock company of contemporary poets,
Wordsworth himself, Leigh Hunt, Miss Barrett,
Robert Browning, Alfred Tennyson, Bulwer
Lytton and the Cowden Clarkes, were to be
mong the contributors. Landor showed his
usual common-sense by refusing to take any
part in it, and his letter to Horne on. the
subject is worth quoting: ' " Indeed I do
admire him (Chaucer), or rather, love him.. ..
Pardon me if I say that I would rather see
Chaucer quite alone, in the dew of his sunny
morning, than with twenty clever gentlefolks
about him, arranging his shoestrings and
buttoning his doublet. I like even his lan-
guage* I will have no hand in breaking his
dim but rich-painted glass to put in (if clearer)
much thinner panes." It is comforting to
reflect that the first volume proved a failure,
and the second never saw the light.

Fortunately the labours of such scholars as
Professor Skeat and Dr. Furnivall have saved
us from all fear of being left in future to the
tender mercies of the moderniser.